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In recent years, the Japanese government has become increasingly aware of anime's appeal in other
countries and has been attempting to utilize it as part of its charm offensive abroad. Following the
"anime boom" in the late 1990s and 2000s, the government has become increasingly proactive in its
attempts to utilize anime as part of its exertion of "soft power". The mass media, for its part, was already
heralding the anime boom as something the Japanese should be proud of and calling on the state to
make better use of its cultural resources. In recent years, television shows, popular books, and
magazine covers have dealt extensively with Japan’ s “cool exports,” thereby providing a strong tailwind
for the government to hold on to.

In such context, this presentation analyzes the response of the Japanese state to the overseas anime
market that has gradually come to be viewed as both economically profitable as well as embodying
diplomatic advantages that could boost Japan's image abroad. Based on interviews with both
government officials and industry personnel, this presentation discusses the different actions taken by
the Japanese government to enhance global animation, and the response to these initiatives from the

industry they are supposed to serve.
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